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S.B. 4: AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT’S PRESENT AND FUTURE HOUSING NEEDS

Good afternoon Senator Moore, Representative Luxenberg, and the distinguished members of
the Housing Committee:

Hello, my name is Mariana Pelaez and I live in Clinton, CT. I am the organizing director of a regional climate,
racial and economic justice coalition called Renew New England. I’m also a member of nonprofit
accountability group, an org based in Hartford that does a lot of amazing advocacy and mutual aid work. I
am also a part of Seaside Sounds Club, an environmental justice organization.  I’m in support of S.B. 4 and I
also am calling for some ways it can be strengthened even further.

Here’s some data from the eviction map on CTData.org: In Hartford, in just the past year, over 7,000 renters
have faced eviction. 40% of those renters are Black and 42% Latine. The site also shared that prior to the
pandemic, landlords were filing approximately 20,000 evictions a year in CT. The data also shows that
eviction cases are disproportionately filed against women, and even more disproportionately against
women of color

Housing is an economic equity issue. Housing is a climate issue. Housing is a racial justice issue.

While data is helpful to paint a picture of the problem, it’s been through my involvement with mutual aid
work I have seen a lot of glaring examples of the housing crisis at work. Nonprofit Accountability Group
hosts a lot of “rent parties” which is when the community comes together to raise funds for a community
member that is struggling.

While I’m thankful for the friendships and communities this has built for me, it’s unfortunate that people’s
ability to stay housed has to rely on a relatively small group of people (that often have their own financial
struggles) to be able to pay their rent or deal with an unfair eviction or other things that come up. Another
form of mutual aid we engage in is helping folks look for apartments that are in their price range when they
are facing eviction or leaving an unsafe housing situation.  It is appalling how few apartments are for rent in
a city as big as Hartford that are affordable for single moms, yet we continue to see so many vacancies and
new luxury apartments popping up all over the city and across the state.

Connecticut has a housing problem. I think S.B. 4 is a huge step forward, and I’m thankful to the housing
committee for putting this together in such a big bill with so many amazing pieces.

I will uplift a few that stood out to me the most.

http://ctdata.org


First, is the winter eviction moratorium. This is so crucial, no one deserves to die sleeping outside during
the coldest months of the year because they cannot pay their rent. I believe this portion of the bill could be
strengthened by including an accountability measure, such as a fine if this rule were to be broken.

The second piece that’s really important is the complaint form that tenants can fill out if their landlords are
violating the law — but there needs to be a stronger enforcing body. Otherwise, I worry that tenants can
continue to live in unsafe circumstances with fear of asking for help because of the possibility of retaliation
and eviction as a result.

I’m also a strong supporter of the funding for retrofits, specifically with a focus on Environmental Justice
communities. I believe this is a huge step towards equity and is so crucial in combatting the climate crisis.

Thank you for your time and all that you do!

Mariana Pelaez
Clinton, CT


